
Order of Service 

 

Housing and Homelessness  

Readers Service 
 

 

Opening Words – This is the house of God, we gather together to worship, to share in 

fellowship and in our faith. So, let us praise God together singing…. 

 

HYMN Singing the Faith 409  Let us build a house (All are welcome) 

 

Prayers of Approach and Adoration  - inc Response 

  

 Prayer of Confession 

 

HYMN Singing the Faith 88  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,  

 

Housing in the Bible        

Readings – Collection of short readings    2 READERS 

 

A Short Introduction to Huddersfield Mission   

 

Offering 

 

HYMN  Singing the Faith 481  The Lord’s my Shepherd 

 

 

Reading  Isaiah   32:16-20    READER 

 

Sermon         

 

HYMN  Singing the Faith 706 Longing for Light 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Silence 

Leader: Loving God 

Response:  Through our everyday action may we demonstrate the love of God 

 

 Lord’s prayer 

 

 

HYMN Singing the Faith 155 The Kingdom of God is Justice and Joy 

Blessing  

 

 

 



Prayers of Approach and Adoration 
 

We come to praise you, living God, 

glad to be here together, glad to be here in your house with you. 

We come to give thanks that you are our hope and in you we can place 

our trust. 

You have been there for us since the day we were born. 

 

You are our God and we are Your people. 

 

You are our rock and our fortress; 

we come to hide in You, to find our safety in You 

You are our refuge and our strength. 

We come to worship You this morning, 

You made us in Your image, You keep us in Your love, You sustain us by 

Your power. 

 

You are our God and we are Your people. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, we praise You this morning, 

in Your face we see the face of God 

in Your life we meet the life of God 

in Your words we hear the Word of God. 

 

You are our God and we are Your people 

 

Amen 

 

  



Prayer of Confession 

Creator God,  

we thank you for all that you created - life in all its fullness for everyone.   

We confess the ways we have gone so wrong creating a world in which 

the few have so much and the many have so little;  

a world in which we delight in asserting that 'WE' matter,  

even while disregarding others because we see them as 'OTHER'.   

We confess that we have not always acted when we could have, 

we have let injustice go unchallenged 

and we hidden behind easy words, and false assumptions. 

our weariness has been more powerful than our desire for justice 

And yet, it is a delight to see when your spirit brings people together 

from different faiths and backgrounds -  

to feed the hungry,  

to provide shelter for those who are homeless 

to provide school uniforms for children,  

to tackle fuel poverty and digital exclusion 

to show love, care and compassion 

to provide dignity and promote justice 

Inspire each of us, Creator God, to join with others to foster peace and 

restore the integrity of your Creation.   

Help us all learn to complement each other rather than to compete so 

that in your beautiful world, everyone may have life in abundance.   

Life in all its fullness.   

Amen 

David Jonathan (Johny) ~ 

Adapted by Paul Bridges 

 

 

  



Housing and Homelessness in the Bible 

What example can people think of where the idea of housing, homes or 

homelessness is mentioned in the Bible. There are no right answers 

here, just the opportunity to share thoughts together. 

Some congregations are comfortable to share in this way – others may 

need a little encouragement. It is always helpful to have a few examples 

of your own. 

If you feel comfortable you might like to draw attention to repeating 

themes. Houses as the place where a story takes place. Houses that 

have a specific meaning – for example the House of God. 

 

  



The History of the Mission 
 

In 1906 the Methodist Church that used the building that is now the Lawrence 

Batley theatre, changed its name from Queen Street Wesleyan Methodists to 

Queen Street Mission.  This name change was part of a national movement across 

the connexion that recognised that some chapels were engaged in significant 

Social Action. It was not just the Queen Street Church that changed its name but a 

number of town and city centre chapels and churches, and indeed some seaside 

churches also became Missions. The newly named Missions received some 

Connexional support but also became a network working together and learning 

from one another. 

Here in Huddersfield the social action of the Mission included a very wide range of 

support and activities. Before the welfare state was created, health services were 

only available privately or through charitable institutions. Archives show that the 

Mission ran a cottage hospital – which probably means it paid for a private doctor 

to visit on a regular basis. 

In 1906 compulsory education lasted only up to the age of 12 - it was then 

extended to 14 in 1918. The Mission had a large Sunday school with over 900 

scholars. As well as religious instruction this would also have supported the limited 

state education. 

The Mission provided a soup kitchen for the poor, and helped through a goose 

fund – before turkeys became the Christmas tradition. A local penny bank was 

established – most people did not earn enough to meet the criteria to open an 

account with a mainstream bank. The Penny Banks operated like credit unions 

and it is likely that the Mission Penny Banks ultimately came together with others 

and formed the TSB bank. 

The Mission not only supported local people through the support it provided but 

also through establishing other organisations. In 1907 the Huddersfield Cripples 

Guild was established, later changing its name to The Huddersfield Guild for the 

Disabled. Despite its original name, the provision of services for people with 

disability was a radical intervention in its day. The Mission also established the 

Mother and Baby Home, and with other voluntary organisation later established 

what became Voluntary Action Kirklees (now Third Sector Leaders Kirklees) 



With the introduction of the welfare state, the need for some of the Mission ‘s 

support decreased, as did the church membership, as people moved out of the 

town centre into the suburbs. In 1970 the Queen Street Church was sold to the 

Council and eventually converted into the Lawrence Batley theatre. The Mission 

moved to a modern building in King Street. Its work was mainly focused on its café 

which famously sold pie and peas, and not much else. In the late 1990s the town 

centre saw much development and part of this was the building of the Kingsgate 

shopping centre. To facilitate this the King Street Mission was compulsory 

purchased and a replacement building was built by the developers. During the 

planning stage the Mission trustees decided to buy the adjacent block, so the new 

and old buildings at 3-15 Lord Street became the third home of Huddersfield 

Mission. 

Since the year 2000 the Mission Café has become the heart of the Mission. It 

operates as a safe place for all providing low cost meals, a community café. As 

well as food, staff and volunteers give informal help and support to people. Over 

the last 24 years this has developed into a quality advice service with paid and 

volunteer advisers supporting over 1000 different people every year.  

During Covid we continued to support people with advice and support over the 

phone. Supporting the provision of Covid vaccinations to people in temporary 

accommodation and to asylum seekers. After Covid we worked with the local 

authority to develop community interventions to tackle the health inequalities 

highlighted by Covid. 

Today Huddersfield Mission is a Methodist Charity, that is open to all. It is  the 

foremost voluntary organisation in Huddersfield supporting people who are 

experiencing significant poverty, homelessness, poor mental health, or addiction. 

As well as low cost food and advice we now provide a very wide range of other 

support services, and work with many partners from the statutory and voluntary 

sector.  Either directly or with partners we now provide: podiatry, eye tests and free 

prescription glasses, health information and awareness, haircuts, an art group, 

furniture grants, toiletries, health check-ups, sim cards to list just some of the 

many ways we support people. 

Looking at our history much has changed, but one thing has remained constant, a 

focus on supporting people not just for today but for the long term. We call this the 

social action ethos of the Mission. 



Readings 

 
“In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places” 

John 14 v2 

 

“Thus, says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into 

exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat 

what they produce.” 

Jeremiah 29 v4-5 

 

Be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating, for I am about to create Jerusalem 

as a joy and its people as a delight.  

They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 

They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat, 

Isaiah 65 v18 & 21-22 

 

Father of orphans and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation. 

God gives the desolate a home to live in; he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, but 

the rebellious live in a parched land. 

Psalm 68 v5-6 

 

When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and 

come down, for I must stay at your house today. 

Luke 19 v 5 

 

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-collection 

station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. And as he 

sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting with 

Jesus and his disciples 

Matthew 9 v9-10 

  



Sermon 

 

If I asked you to find the Creation Story in your Bible, I’m sure you could 

do that. If asked you to find the Story of the Good Samaritan I’m sure 

this would not be too difficult either. But if I asked you to find a Christian 

response to the issues of Housing and Homelessness we would all, I 

think, find it a bit more difficult. 

 

There is not a single chapter or single story that tells us as Christians 

how we should respond to the issues of Housing and Homelessness. 

But this is not to say that the Bible or God is silent on the issue. 

 

As we heard earlier, there are a number of passages that describe the 

idea of homes, and these tell us a great deal.  

 

Isaiah 32 offers a vision of an ideal future kingdom where a righteous 

king and righteous rulers will bring about a time of peace, justice, and 

prosperity. It contrasts with the previous chapters' warnings of judgment 

and of the current state of affairs. The important idea here for us today 

is that living peacefully in secure accommodation is part of the future 

vision. 

 

Verse 18 says: “My people will abide in a peaceful habitation, in secure 

dwellings, and in quiet resting places.” 

 

We might ask ourselves if this is what God wanted for his people, back 

in the days of Isaiah, what does God want for all people today? 

 

There are a number of stories about Jesus that take place in people’s 

homes - what is striking is that in each case where Jesus visits 

someone’s home, the story is invariable a story of transformation. Think 

of Jesus visiting the home of Zacchaeus the tax collector and the 

transformation in his life. Or when Jesus visited the home of Jairus and 

healed his daughter. This was transformative for the young girl but also 

for Jairus and indeed the watching crowd. Of course, transformative 

moments happened seemingly everywhere with Jesus – for example he 

met and transformed the life of the woman that was bleeding on the 

way to Jairus house. But in nearly every story when Jesus visits 



someone’s home, someone has a transformative experience. I think this 

says something about the importance of having a home. 

 

In ancient Jewish thought there is the idea of sanctuary – not as a place 

to go to escape the law, but rather a place where we feel safe enough to 

be challenged – Is that how Zacchaeus felt when Jesus came to his 

home – safe enough to be challenged? 

 

In the New Testament the Greek word for home is “oikos”. Importantly, 

this means not just the bricks and mortar (or whatever 1st-century 

materials homes were built of), but rather it means the household. It 

refers to the building but also the people, not just the family but 

everyone connected to the house.  

 

Finally, we might also note that the Bible often speaks through the 

experience of people who are homeless. The people of Israel wandered 

the desert for 40 years and looked towards the Promised Land. And 

Jesus was born a refugee, and described himself as having no place to 

lay his head. 

 

So, the Bible shows that housing is not just about bricks, but people and 

relationships; that safe, secure, permanent housing is part of God’s 

vision for his people, and that such housing is a place where we can feel 

safe enough to be challenged and even transformed by God. 

 

At Huddersfield Mission, we might not describe it in these words, but we 

see the transformative power of housing. Recently, one Mission 

customer has after a long wait been able to secure a long-term place in 

some social housing. His delight in having a secure place to call home 

and to slowly be able to make it his own has been infectious. Sadly, 

however we also see the destructive power of poor, unsafe, 

overcrowded housing. A little while ago we met a woman with small 

children who had been sent by a Council in London to a property she 

and they had never seen. On arrival, she was told by the landlord’s 

agent to sign the tenancy agreement, but she refused, as it was unfit to 

live in, but that meant she and her family had nowhere to go. 

It is a far cry from abiding in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, 

and in quiet resting places. 



 

Another individual is still sharing a property with their ex-partner, even 

though the relationship has broken down, because they are unable to 

afford the deposit on an alternative property. 

Even for people who are working, newly available private rented 

properties are taken in a matter of days or hours, often with rents 

agreed above the advertised price. 

 

It is a far cry from abiding in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, 

and in quiet resting places. 

 

The advice service at the Mission sees about 1,000 people every year, 

and about 36% of these people will be either street homeless, sofa-

surfing, or sleeping on a mate’s floor, or in some form of temporary 

accommodation. There is simply not enough housing locally. We 

regularly see people who become homeless and then discover that the 

local authority does not have spare properties - particularly if you are a 

single man, or a larger family. Single people will normally only have the 

option of trying to find private rented accommodation, where the rent is 

above the maximum that the government sets for housing benefit. This 

means that the tenant has to make up the difference from their benefits 

or own income.  

 

It is a far cry from abiding in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, 

and in quiet resting places. 

 

For people who have additional needs perhaps a health problem for 

example, local authorities have some temporary accommodation. The 

demand on this has grown significantly. Last year Kirklees Council spent 

about £7m on temporary accommodation. Much of this is privately 

owned. Profit made from homelessness that does not actually solve the 

problem. 

 

It is a far cry from abiding in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, 

and in quiet resting places. 

 



An added issue is that most property is unfurnished, which normally 

means no carpet, no bed, no furniture, no curtains. Sometimes a 

cooker, but no other white goods. 

 

When my wife and I got our first home, we were given lots of second-

hand things from family and friends - we had what sociologists call 

social capital – we knew people who could help us. But if your friends 

and family are also on benefits this help is likely to be very limited. 

 

There are in the UK 700,000 empty homes with over 250,000 of these 

being classed as long-term empty properties. At the same time housing 

has for some people has become an investment, a commodity rather 

than somewhere to live.  

 

It is a far cry from abiding in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, 

and in quiet resting places. 

 

So, given the biblical principles we explored earlier and the broken 

housing system that we have, how as Christians should we respond? 

 

Well first I believe we should actively respond. Jesus throughout his 

ministry echoed Isaiah’s vision for a just society, but this was 

importantly not just a long-term dream but also for the here and now. 

The Kingdom of God is to come, said Jesus, but he also said that it was 

near and that it was at hand. The hope of the Christian faith should 

never be constrained only to the future, but should be alive in the here 

and now. And as followers of Jesus we can boldly share the hope of that 

same vision. 

 

The theologian Gustavo Gutiérrez said "The poverty of the poor is not a 

call to generous relief action, but a demand that we go and build a 

different social order." 

 

In the vision of Isaiah, we have a picture of what that different, better 

social order should look like, and as our Quaker friends put it we should 

speak this truth to power. 

 



At Huddersfield Mission we say that the best intervention deals with the 

immediate needs but also the long term or underlying causes. 

 

This means that we never want to just give someone a meal if they are 

hungry but rather to also understand why they are hungry so that we 

can resolve that for tomorrow and the next day. 

 

When looking at housing the relationship between immediate and 

underlying needs can be complex. People need shelter, but they also 

need to be in a position to maintain a tenancy otherwise we set them up 

to fail.  

 

Many people need housing but also need support with the issues that 

are related to why they became homeless in the first place. Done well 

the provision of housing and support can provide the secure homes that 

Isaiah talks of but also the opportunity for transformation that we see 

Jesus bringing to so many people’s lives.  

 

Sadly, all too often housing is given with no support or the housing is 

given conditionally on resolving all the issues from day one. 

 

Our Christian response should be to advocate and campaign not only for 

more housing, but housing that supports people, for places that are 

secure and provide sanctuary. You can explore how to do this more 

through the charity Housing Justice. 

 

At Huddersfield Mission our hope is not only to advocate and campaign 

for more housing, but ultimately to make this happen locally. We have 

already tried to develop one housing project, which sadly we ultimately 

decided was not viable, but we are open to looking at other ideas and 

working with local churches or individuals that have spare land or 

buildings.  

 

As well as sharing God’s vision, and campaigning for decent affordable 

housing for all, the Christian response should also be to reject any 

narrative of housing that seeks to blame any specific group for the lack 

of housing.  

 



New housing plans are often controversial, but the not in my backyard 

response, sometimes called NIMBY is I suggest never a Christian 

response. Everyone should be our neighbour. 

 

Finally, as well as our individual response we might also ask how can we 

as a church locally and across the UK might respond. Could we use an 

empty manse to support people in need of affordable housing? Could 

we work with Housing Associations to turn spare land and property into 

additional housing. Ideas like this and other are explored by the 

Methodist Homeless and Housing Gathering – you can find out more 

about this on the Methodist website. 

 

So, I’m going to end with a prayer from the Methodist Homeless and 

Housing Gathering 

We pray: 

Lord, You tell us that in Your house there is room for everyone. 

Help us as we strive for a world where everyone has a home that truly 

meets their needs 

Give us the grace to welcome strangers and refugees 

Give us the insight to see where inequality hurts 

Fill us with courage to do our part. 

Save us from being overwhelmed by the scale of the crisis and show us 

where to begin. 

We commit ourselves to contribute all we can in practical action, 

material resources and prayer. We ask for the power of the Holy Spirit to 

be upon us and in us as we work together to end homelessness, So that 

all people may abide in peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and in 

quiet resting places. 

In the name of Jesus, 

 

Amen. 

  



Prayers of Intercessions 

 

Lord Jesus, you say that 

when someone gives food to the hungry, 

when someone gives a drink to the thirsty, 

when someone welcomes a stranger, 

when someone clothes the poor, 

when someone cares for the sick 

and when someone visits a prisoner, 

they are really doing it for you. 

 

Enable us, with the wealth of our society, to do these things, 

but help us first to listen to the voices 

of those we desire to assist and to welcome, 

those who are on the margins, 

because, in their strength and love and endurance, 

they are your voice, your words for us today. 

 

• So we pray for those who homes and communities have been 

ravished by war…. 

Silence  Loving God 

Through our everyday actions may we demonstrate your love 

• We pray for those who are struggling with the realities of 

homelessness. Those in homes that are cold or damp housing. 

Individuals and families that are struggling to make ends meet – 

relying on food parcels, making choices between heat and food,   

• We pray for those who homes are not places of safety and 

sanctuary. Those who live with fear, for the future, or fear of 

others. 

• We pray for those who homes are full of loss and grief. 

• We pray for ourselves and our own homes and families and in the 

silence speak our concerns to God. 

 

 

 

 


