Housing and Homelessness Readers Service
Guidance Notes

Thank you for using this Reader’s service which considers the issues of Housing and
Homelessness, and has been prepared by Huddersfield Mission, an independent but
connected Methodist Charity.

To support you in leading this service, we have provided the following resources:

e Readers Guidance notes

e Full Order of Service, including prayers, hymns, readings and sermon

e An Order of Service for the congregation. A double-sided A3 paper which when
folded is a both an Order of Service and a takeaway resource. You will need to
provide copies of the Singing the Faith hymn book.

e Readings

Note: The Congregational Order of Service is designed to be printed in colour on A3 paper
double sided. For local churches Huddersfield Mission can provide printed copies of the
Order of Service, if given reasonable notice. If you are able a donation to cover the costs,
this would be greatly appreciated.

Why Housing and Homelessness?

This service considers the issues of Housing and Homelessness from a Christian
perspective. The service explores what God may be saying to us through the Bible about
Housing and Homelessness and then how we might respond in our society today.
Housing and Homelessness affects all of us, but in different ways. Members of your
congregation may be:

e homeless or in housing that they feel is unsuitable in some way

e concerned about how difficult it is for people to join the housing ladder
e worried about losing their home to pay social care cost

e concerned about the lack of social or affordable housing for people

e distressed when they see people living on the street

Housing and homelessness are issues that connect with lots of other areas of social
policy and concern - mental health, asylum and refuges, immigration, social care,
community services, green spaces to name just a few.

What is homelessness?

It is important to understand what we mean when we talk about homelessness.
Homelessness can be defined in lots of ways but a broad definition might include the
following:

e People who are street homeless,

e Sofa surfers - often people move from one sofa to another

e People in hostels and other temporary accommodation

e People who are living in accommodation where they feel unsafe from others
e People living in accommodation that is physically unsafe or a risk to health.
e People in overcrowded accommodation



How to use this Reader’s Service.

Most of the service can be simply led by reading the Order of Service, but there are a few
areas where some more preparation is required.

Opening Words
Hymn 1

Prayers of Approach and Adoration
Prayer of Confession

Hymn 2

Housing in the Bible

Readings

Introduction to Huddersfield Mission

Offering

Hymn 3

Reading from Isaiah

The opening words link to the theme

All hymns link to the theme and are in Singing
the Faith.

Includes a congregational response

All hymns link to the theme and are in Singing
the Faith.

By way of encouraging the congregation to
start thinking about housing, have a
conversation with them about examples of
where housing or homes are mentioned in the
Bible. You might want to have some examples
of your own to encourage the congregation.
This should take just a few minutes.

Rather than one reading we have provided a
number of short readings from the Bible. If
possible use two people reading alternately.

We have provide a short introduction to
Huddersfield Mission and our work, which can
be read out directly. We have also provided
some additional facts and figures. You may
prefer to give an introduction based on these
resources or your own knowledge. If you do
this then please ensure that you say that
Huddersfield Mission is an independent
Methodist Charity, which works in partnership
with the Huddersfield Circuit and Yorkshire
West Methodist District. Please also include
our strapline - Serving People Changing Lives

You can include a collection here or follow the
local tradition. Please say a short prayer to
receive the offering.

All hymns link to the theme and are in Singing
the Faith.

This is the primary reading for the service.
Please ask the reader to use the version
(NRSVue) provided.



Sermon

Hymn 4

Prayers of Intercession

Hymn 5

Blessing

The sermon is in three parts:

PART ONE

Looking at the Biblical texts and exploring
what they say about housing and homeless.
We look at OT texts that include God’s vision
for his people. We explore some of the stories
that happen in people’s homes and also how
the voice of those who are homeless is also
heard in the Bible.

PART TWO

We then explore the current approach of our
society to housing and homeless and how it
compares to what we have seen in part one.
We also hear the voice of people who have
been supported by the Huddersfield Mission.
Note this part of the sermon deliberate
repeats a number of times a text from Isaiah.

PART THREE

The last part of the sermon explores how we
might respond to this situation, as individuals,
as a church and as the Huddersfield Mission.
This includes highlighting the work of Housing
Justice, and the Methodist Housing and
Homelessness Gathering - more details of
both are include on the revers of the
congregation Order of Service.

All hymns link to the theme and are in Singing
the Faith.

After an opening prayer the intercessions
continue around the theme of homes. A
number of starting points are provided, which
should be followed by a space for people’s
own prayers and then the response, including
on the Order of Service

All hymns link to the theme and are in Singing
the Faith.

Please use a suitable blessing to end the
service or share the Grace together.



