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Readers’ Service
A Service for Pentecost
What on earth is Pentecost? 

by 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 
We are the right people in the right place at the right time; for we are the Lord’s People in the Lord’s House, on the Lord’s Day. 

It was when the first Christians were all together in one place that the Holy Spirit came upon them. 

Let us worship God together. 

HYMN: HP 296 Away with our fears.... 
OR
   StF 378 Father of everlasting grace


LET US PRAY: 
O Lord, our God, we have come to worship You, to acknowledge that You are the source of all life … [pause].  In the beginning, when the earth was a vast waste set in deep darkness, your Spirit initiated creation, bringing everything out of nothing, light out of darkness, order out of chaos … [pause]. By the same Spirit You created the human family, each of us made in Your likeness, thus enabling us to share in Your work of creation … [pause]. 

Lord, there was darkness in Jerusalem the day before Pentecost, the darkness of doubt, defeat and despair. But then came the wind and the fire of Your Holy Spirit, Your life-giving Spirit who was to initiate a new creation, a new beginning … [pause]. 

Grant Lord, that the same Holy Spirit may guide us in this service, that we may worship You in spirit and reality, knowing that our sins are forgiven …[pause]. And in the confidence that this Pentecost can be for us a baptism of power and authority. 

Hear and answer our prayers, O Lord, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Master and our Friend. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: (Suggested version: Revised English Bible) 

Against the background of a devastating drought in Palestine, Joel conveys the Lord’s call to the people to repent, and the promise that God will send His Spirit upon all the people; men and women, young and old alike. (Then read the reading.) 

Joel Chapter 2 verses 21-32. 
HYMN: HP 287 Granted is the Saviour’s prayer. 
OR
    StF 370 Breathe on me breath of God


THE READING OF THE EPISTLE: Acts of the Apostles Chapter 2 verses 1-11. 


THE GOSPEL: John Chapter 14 verses 15-27. 

HYMN: HP 307 Lord we believe to us and ours. 
OR
    StF 382 Holy Spirit, come, confirm us


SERMON [see attached sheets] 

A PRAYER OF COMMITMENT TO MISSION:
O God our Father, we recognise that it is Your Mission to which we are committed; that just as you sent Jesus into the world to seek and to save that which was lost, so are we sent to proclaim the Good News of the Gospel.

 
We confess the poverty of our worship, the formality and selfishness of our prayers, our neglect of fellowship and of the means of grace; our hesitating witness for Christ and our fear of making fools of ourselves when it comes to telling others about Jesus Christ. 

Lord, whatever it is that paralyses us, set us free from its icy grip, and give us the power and the authority, given to the first Christians at Pentecost, to be Your witnesses. 

To this end we commit ourselves afresh to Your mission, offering ourselves as instruments of Your love, and messengers of the Gospel of Christ. We resolve to deepen our own spiritual life through prayer and fellowship, to seek by all the means available to us to bring new people to Christ through this Church, and to ensure that when they come, they will feel at home in their Father’s house. 

And because we can do nothing apart from our Lord Jesus Christ, we ask You to endow us with the gift of Your Holy Spirit, in whose strength all things are possible. 
‘Only the Spirit’s power 
Can fit us for this hour; 
Come, Holy Spirit, come! 
Instruct, inspire, unite; 
And make us see the light; 
Come, Holy Spirit, come!’

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
HYMN: HP 308 O Breath of God, breathe on us now. 
OR         StF 391 O breath of life, come sweeping through us


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 
First, let us reflect on what God has been saying to us in this service: 
The promises of God … 
that His Spirit would come. 
that His Spirit has come. 
that His Spirit is with us - you and me - now. 
that he will always be with us …

Redeeming, pardoning, enabling, empowering … [pause]… in the Church … [pause] … and in the world. Let us make our response to the promises of God. 
(period of quiet) 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Let us pray for: 
Those who find it hard to believe in God because someone they loved has been 
taken from them by death … [pause] 
Those who cannot reconcile natural disasters with the image of a loving, 
caring God … [pause] 
And for those who have been deeply hurt by someone and the wound will not 
heal … [pause] 
Let us pray that the Holy Spirit may guide us to heal such hurts.

 (period of quiet). 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Let us pray for:
Those who have done wrong and find it hard to forgive themselves. 
For those who have heartaches, thoughts they cannot share with anyone else. 
Fears they dare not face even within themselves … [pause] 
For the sick and needy in our own Church community 
(mention specific local concerns). 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
‘Spirit of the living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 
Break me, melt me, 
Mould me, fill me. 
Spirit of the living God, 
Fall afresh on me.’

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray - Our Father 
(then continue together The Lord’s Prayer) 

NOTICES AND OFFERING: 
Prayer of Dedication: 
With our gifts, O Lord, we offer ourselves, that all together we may love and serve you. Amen. 

HYMN: HP 745 OR StF 564 O Thou who camest from above. 
BLESSING: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen. 


SERMON

WHAT ON EARTH IS PENTECOST?

Acts Chapter 2 verse 1: ‘The day of Pentecost had come and they were all together …’

 
There are three great days in the year for the Christian - Christmas, Easter and Pentecost. 

Christmas is the birthday of Jesus. We know what birthdays are - we celebrate them in our own families. And we know what the birth of Jesus meant for the world. 

Easter Sunday is the day when Christians celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. If we are honest, we have some difficulty in understanding what resurrection means because it is beyond our ordinary experience. But we love Easter because it speaks to something deep inside ourselves. 

But what on earth is Pentecost? Originally it was the name given to a Jewish festival held 50 days after Passover (‘Pentecost’ literally means ‘fiftieth’). It was the celebration of the barley harvest. To the Christian it is the day that celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit to the Apostles, and thereafter to the whole Church. 

What took place that day came to be called a ‘happening’ - an event that is unplanned, unorganized, yet vivid and exciting. 

The followers of Jesus were assembled in an upper room when, suddenly there rushed through the room a wind that almost blew the walls down; then flames of fire came and lighted on the foreheads of all who were there, burning no one, but inducing them to speak in such a way that everybody understood them, whether or not they spoke the same language. 

This remarkable ‘happening’ produced three enlightening responses. It is still the same today. Let us examine those responses in the light of our own experiences. 

1. Bewilderment 

‘The crowd that gathered ... were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?”’ 

The language Saint Luke uses to describe this ‘happening’ is quite foreign to the 20th   Century - a whistling tornado is followed by the crackle of forked lightening, which scatters the Apostles from their protected seclusion, and sends them into the open air to begin a world mission. It could be called the blast off of the Church into a new age. Dr Norman MacClean in his autobiography ‘Years of fulfillment’ tells the story of a visit of a school examiner to a parish school. One teacher had taught his class to repeat the Apostles Creed clause by clause, each pupil having been assigned a clause. All went well, clause by clause being beautifully recited by child after child, until they came to the clause about the Holy Spirit. There was a silence. It was finally broken by a boy who said, ‘Please sir, the boy who believes in the Holy Spirit is absent today.’ 
Dr MacClean’s comment is, ‘Lots of people are absent when it comes to that clause.’ 

The teaching about the Holy Spirit is often the most vague and uncertain thing in the life of the Church. Like the Apostles, we are bewildered, and so we echo their plea - ‘What does this mean?’ 

The Holy Spirit is the life of God in the human soul - not God above us, or even alongside us, but in us. Christmas and Easter happened to Jesus Christ ... Pentecost is what can happen to us and to the whole Church. Christmas and Easter are incomplete without Pentecost. At Pentecost the first Christians realised that not only had Jesus risen from the dead, he was alive and active in them and through them in the here and now. Looking back over His appearances during the past 6 weeks, they now knew that every time they met for worship and fellowship, shared a meal in their homes, went for a walk, went fishing, met in conference, His Spirit would be with them and in them. Had not Jesus said ‘The Kingdom of heaven is within you …’, and had he not ‘breathed on them’ as a symbolic act of giving them the Holy Spirit? 

But the crowd that had gathered were not easily convinced. And so we look at the second response. 

2. Disparagement 

Others mocking said ‘These men are drunk!’ Standing on the edge of the crowd, they had seen all that had taken place. They had noted the excitement, the unbounded enthusiasm, the confusion of languages - ‘they must be drunk’ they mocked. 

So they were! Not because they had taken too much wine, but because they were filled with the Holy Spirit. One of the first signs of intoxication is that people start to talk freely. This was the case here. The Apostles only a short time ago, afraid of their own shadows, are now heard boldly declaring the wonderful works of God in Christ. Peter, fresh from his denial of Jesus, is tongue-tied no longer, and there he is, the big fisherman with the broad Galilean accent preaching the first ever Christian sermon. 

And there was their hilarity, their inexpressible joy. Joy was obligatory on the day of Pentecost, the joy of knowing their Lord’s presence and power through the Holy Spirit. The Gospel of Joy! How we need to recapture it! The early Christians had it, the Franciscans had it, and so did the early Methodists. There is the story of the Methodist minister who had been invited to preach in the local Salvation Army Citadel. Seated close to the big drum, he asked the officer playing it if he would be so kind as to be a little quieter. Apologising, the drummer said, ‘you see Sir, ever since I got converted I have been so happy I could burst the blooming thing!’ 

There was a one-day cricket international at Edgbaston, Birmingham, between England and Pakistan. The Pakistan supporters were so enthusiastic … every run, every ball, every piece of good fielding was cheered to the echo ... banners held aloft, flags waved … it was great! Time and again it erupted - Pakistan, Pakistan, Pakistan …’ and after one such patriotic explosion, a weak voice from the back of the stand was heard (just) to venture - ‘Rule Britannia!’ 

Maybe our ventured ‘Christ rules’ is lost in this noisy world. There was bewilderment and disparagement and then came the response from Peter …


3. Understanding 

‘This is what the prophet Joel spoke about … He has poured out my Spirit - you can see this for yourselves ... the Lord is with us, will always be with us.’  What on earth is Pentecost? Realisation that the promises of God had been fulfilled. Jesus had been as good as His word. Pentecost is the one repeatable festival. It can happen at any time, and anywhere. It happened to Saul of Tarsus on the Damascus Road, to Martin Luther as he toiled up the steps of the Sancta Scala in Rome on his knees, to John Wesley in the meeting house in Aldersgate Street. It could happen to us, here, and now! 

The Holy Spirit is the power of Jesus Christ active in the world. With His Spirit in us, inspiring us, teaching us, guiding us, there is no limit to what He can do in us and through us. 
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