
Housing and Homelessness 

Facts and figures about  

Housing & Homelessness 

• The number of people estimated to be sleeping rough on 

any single night in autumn 2024 in England was 4,667.  

Source: UK Government.  

• As of October 2024, there were over 265,061 long-term 

vacant dwellings in England (empty and unfurnished for 

over 6 months). Source: Action on Empty Homes,  

• As of March 31, 2024, there were 117,450 households in 

England living in temporary accommodation, a record 

high  -  Source: UK Government,  

• Local authorities in England spent nearly £2.3 billion on 

temporary accommodation in the year 2023/24  -Source: 

Local Government Association  

• The average private rent in Great Britain was £1,327 per 

month in December 2024, which was 9.1% higher than 

12 months previously.   

Source: Office for National Statistics (ONS).   

• 4.3 million households own a second properties. The 

number of "exclusive second homes" (not used for rent) is 

946,000, with the vast majority in the UK. Source: North-

wood UK Estate Agents. 

• 1.3 million households are on a social housing waiting 

list. (England 2024) Source: LocalGov.UK . 

 

Housing Justice 
 

Housing Justice believe that everyone has the right to a 

home that meets their needs. The lack of a safe and 

stable home significantly impacts people’s lives. 

Solutions led by local communities, in strong 

partnership with the voluntary, community, and public 

sectors, along with individuals who have lived 

experience, must be central to changing the housing 

system. 

 Our vision is of a community where everyone has a 

safe and stable home, and feeling they belong. 

 Our purpose is to unite diverse communities to 

build personal connections, help people out of 

homelessness, and create justice in the housing 

system. 

 Our values are inspired by the Christian principles 

of love, nurture, and partnerships. 

 

www.housingjustice.org.uk 

 

• 1000 different people supported in 2024/5   

• 72.0% of customers are aged between  

25-54 , with the majority being single men. 

• 36% are homeless or in temporary 

accommodation. 

• 72.3% of customers (where known) say they 

have a long-term health condition.. 

• Over £1M of practical support or addition 

income is provided to customers each year. 

• In the year 2024 we supported 87 people 

who were sleeping rough, providing 76 

sleeping bags 

 

“The Mission is a lifeline - a safe place. 

Where else would we go?” 

 

The Methodist Homelessness and Housing Gathering is 

a network of people from across the country who are 

interested in the issue of housing and homelessness. 

They may be from churches or organisations that 

provide housing or housing advice, or they may be 

individuals who want to support the church to be more 

active in supporting housing and homelessness.  

Each Gathering provides space to explore practical 

action, campaign issues and theological perspectives. 

Invited speakers provide inspiration and knowledge on 

using church property for truly affordable and supported 

housing and on providing emergency support.  

 

Contact Info 

To join the mailing list please email 

ian@methodisthousingandhomelessness.org.uk  

Huddersfield Mission is a registered Charity No 1156590. 3 - 13 Lord Street, Huddersfield. HD1 1QA  

You can make a donation to Huddersfield Mission on our website www.huddersfieldmission.org.uk 



A Readers Service Exploring 

Housing and Homelessness 

 

 

“My people will abide in a 

peaceful habitation, in secure 

dwellings, and in quiet resting 

places.” 

Isaiah 32:18 

 

June 2025 

Opening Words  

 

This is the house of God, we gather together to 

worship, to share in fellowship and in our faith.  

HYMN Singing the Faith 409   

 Let us build a house (All are welcome) 

 

Prayes of  Approach and Adoration  

We come to praise You, living God, glad to be 

here together, glad to be here in your house 

with You. 

We come to give thanks that you are our hope 

and our trust. 

You have been there for us since the day we 

were born. 

You are our God and we are your people. 

You are our rock and our fortress; we come to 

hide in You, to find our safety in You. 

You are our refuge and our strength. 

We come to worship You this morning,. 

You made us in Your image, You keep us in 

Your love, You sustain us by Your power. 

You are our God and we are your people. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, we praise You this morning, 

in Your face we see the face of God 

in Your life we meet the life of God 

in Your words we hear the Word of God. 

You are our God and we are your people 

Amen 

Prayer of Confession 

HYMN Singing the Faith 88 

  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty  

Housing in the Bible - theme introduction  

Reading 

 A collection of short bible readings 

Huddersfield Mission - a short overview 

Offering 

HYMN Singing the Faith 481 

  The Lord’s my Shepherd 
 

Reading   

 Isaiah   32:16-20 

 

Sermon 

“My people will abide in a peaceful habitation, in 
secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places.” 

Isaiah 32:18 
 

HYMN Singing the Faith 706 

  Longing for Light 

 

Prayers of Intercession with response 

 Silence 

Leader:  Loving God 

Response:   

  Through our everyday actions may 

  we demonstrate the love of God. 

 Lord’s Prayer 

 

HYMN Singing the Faith 155 

 The Kingdom of God is Justice and Joy  

 

Closing Prayer 


