NEWSOME SOUTH METHODIST CHURCH

EMERGENCY SERVICE Prepared by Rachel Poolman with input by Judith Robinson, Jan. 2005.

Call to worship (from Psalm 96)

O sing to the Lord a new song, sing to the Lord all the earth.

Sing to the Lord, bless his holy name, tell of his salvation from day to day.

Hymn H&P 578 "This is the day, this is the day the Lord has made"

Prayer During our prayers, when I say the words "WE PRAISE YOU GOD", please respond by repeating WE PRAISE YOU GOD, and when I say "WE ARE SORRY GOD" again repeat those words WE ARE SORRY GOD.

LET US PRAY

O God , you are good and you are great.

You have known us from before we born,

are with us every moment of our lives,

and point us ever forward towards your glorious future.

We praise you, God.
We praise you, God.
For the times when we meet you in our everyday lives,

For the love we receive in our families and the companionship and support of friends,

For moments of inspiration, glimpses of hope, the encouragement of a smile.

We praise you, God.
We praise you, God.
For times when we see your love in creation,

For the beauty and variety of this earth, home to all creatures great and small, For the bounty of fields and woodland, gardens and allotments.

For the glory of the seasons and the patterns and rhythms of life.

We praise you, God.
We praise you, God.
For the times when we remember your Good News and know it is for us.

For Jesus, our Saviour and Friend, our Lover and Lord.

For the Spirit, the flame that burns deep within us, bringing life, giving guidance and an awareness of your presence with us.

We praise you, God.
We praise you, God.
For the times when we get it wrong and do or say things that we regret, When we get angry and are insensitive to the feelings of others,

When we are impatient and uncaring. 

We are sorry, God.
We are sorry, God.
For the times when we think about ourselves or others in a way we wouldn't like everyone to know about,

When we fail to accept those different from ourselves,

When we are too ready to condemn and judge others,

When we become puffed up with pride and belittle others.

We are sorry, God.
We are sorry, God.
For the times when we forget about you and don't reflect your love of creation, When we fail to live in harmony with the universe,

When we waste its bounty and resources,

When we talk about peace but are quick to pick a fight.

We are sorry, God.
We are sorry, God.
O God, you are good and you are great.

You offer us forgiveness when we get it wrong, hope when we turn to walk in your way once more and company for our journey.

Thank you for your gifts of love and forgiveness.

In the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
The Lord's Prayer 

Children's Address (If needed) 

Children's Hymn

Prayer: As the children leave for Junior Church we ask God to bless us all with the words, " The Lord be with you"

Mark 5.21-43.

Reflection
The woman and Jairus were at different ends of the social spectrum. The woman was rendered unclean by her illness and second class by her gender. Jairus had the advantage of being male, but also of being a religious leader. Jairus' daughter was obviously special to her family, but a child may not have been seen as important.

Need is expressed in different ways by different people, quietly, timidly, confidently or made very obvious by their physical state.

Jesus saw what was needed even when others didn't. He was concerned not only with the woman's physical illness, but also her state of mind - he publicly commended her faith which must have helped her sense of self- worth. At Jairus' house he ignored all the fuss around him and quietly did what had to be done, even being practical enough to demand food for the child he had restored to life.

Pray

O God, thank you for Jesus,

who on earth listened to those who called for help, who always acted with love,

and who even now listens to us when we call for help for ourselves and others. Thank you for Jesus.
Amen.
Hymn. H & P  393 Jesus' hands were kind hands


Introduction to Group Discussion.

We listen to and think about scripture but that should always be followed by action. We say that we believe in God, but what does that mean in daily life? This morning we heard how Jesus listened to the pleading of different people from all walks of life, but how much do we involve Jesus in our daily lives?

Divide the congregation into groups to look at some questions.

When the congregation has reassembled give opportunity for some feedback by those who wish to do so.

Challenge.

Will you accept the challenge to pray daily for yourself, and for someone else who you know needs your prayers?

Pray


O God, following you isn't always easy.

Help us as we try to follow you

to remember that you want the best for each of us,

that you hear us when we call to you,

and that you use us to offer our love to others.

O God, this week we will try to follow you. in the name of Christ.
Amen.
Hymn H & P  138 "Seek ye first the Kingdom of God
"

Intercessions After each section we will sing the response ( No. 423 S of F)

"O Lord hear my Prayer"

(requests from the prayer cross could be inserted in the appropriate sections)

O God, we pray for ourselves in our daily lives.

Help us to call on you.

Help us to listen to what you are saying.
Response

We pray for people with whom we worship today.

We remember what we have shared about each other's daily lives and we pray for each other.
Response
We pray for the people who are not here this morning.

Help them to know that whether they are here or not, they are part of your family and surrounded by your love.
Response
We pray for the people who, like Jairus, desperately plead for your help, who watch children and adults suffer because of disease or war or hunger, who need a response from people who won't ignore their pain.
Response
We pray for those who like the woman in the crowd, struggle silently.

We pray for those who suffer behind closed doors, or who are regarded as worthless in their community.
Response
We offer these and all our prayers in the name of Christ 
Amen.
Collection.

Hymn H & P  770 " Go forth and Tell
"

The Blessing

Go in peace.

We have met God here.

Go in joy.

We have been given love beyond measure.

Go in hope.

God will meet us in our daily lives for evermore.
Amen.
GROUP QUESTIONS
Share with each other the details of what you do on a Monday morning. What are the good things in your every day life?

What are the hard things?
What could you ask God’s help for - yourself, for others
