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                Readers' Service

       Love One Another

     by

   The Revd Dr Stephen Mosedale

       Number: 25
ORDER OF SERVICE

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The Lord says, “You are precious and honoured in my sight, and I love you.”

Hymn: H&P 267: Love divine
PRAYER OF ADORATION
(Read without announcement Psalm 97:1-6, 9-12, then continue in prayer as follows)

We worship you, Almighty God, sovereign of heaven and earth.

We worship you in both the awe and the beauty of your holiness.

Were you to withdraw your breath for one moment we should die.
Were you to turn your face from this earth, then light and colour, form and beauty, joy and love, would collapse into chaos and violence.

You sustain all things by your powerful word.

Except evil. Evil you hate. Evil and those who continue to love it you have sworn to destroy.

Holy Judge of all, root out of us all that is not of you.

We give you permission right now for your Holy Spirit to penetrate any darkness within us, to expose and destroy anything in us which is not the fruit of love.

We seek to be your holy people. We pray this prayer knowing that it involves risk, but knowing that the alternative of trying to stand before a holy God with sin in our hearts does not bear thinking about.

Father, pour your love over us that we really will be willing to take that risk of letting you destroy those things within us that will otherwise destroy us.

In Jesus's name. Amen.
God loves us too much to want us to stay the way we are. So we need to pray prayers of risk like that one.

Song: Songs of Fellowship 226: I love you Lord 
AND/OR another song of love to God

OR 
Hymn: H&P 48: Thy ceaseless, unexhausted love
ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERING

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Psalm 116:14, GNB
The psalmist says, “In the assembly of all his people I will give him what I have promised." But, Lord, we are conscious that even if we do fulfil every promise made we can never give enough. Take our lives, our days, our all, in the service of your son, our king. 
Amen.

READING 1 John 3:11-18 

Hymn: H&P 526 (H&P) It passeth knowledge, that dear love of thine
SERMON (see attached sheets)
PRAYER (of thanksgiving, confession and openness)

Lord, we thank you for your word.

We thank you for your Spirit who has been moving to apply it to our lives in a variety of ways.

Help us to allow you to finish that work as we wait on you now.

If we need to confess our mishandling of your love, grant us true repentance.

If we need to pledge ourselves to a new kind of loving, grant us faith to do so and follow it up in action.

If we need to put a relationship right, give us the power to do that and the help to do it quickly.

If we need to be made weak and vulnerable, to have our protective shells broken, may we not delay any longer but trust you to know what is best for us.

Come yourself, and minister to us, loving God.

          (Pause)

Song: Songs of Fellowship 329: Let there be love shared among us" 
OR 
Hymn: H&P 754: Blest be the tie
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of love, we pray for the unloved and the unlovely.

We hold before you the countless people whose lives have been scarred by rejection, and who have become victims of their own bitterness. We are conscious that there are so many who need just one person who will accept them as they are and teach them how to love. Lead them to such people and help them to take the risk of trusting.

We pray for those for whom love has gone sour. We lift to you all who have suffered broken relationships. Partners and children who suffer as a result of separation or divorce, those in one-parent families particularly where that was in no way by choice. We pray for children, in some cases now grown up but still wounded for life, by abuse. And we remember too all who have been bereaved and who seek to rebuild lives without a loved one.

We pray for all involved in caring work, especially among those hardened by age or disease and who find it hard to receive love. We call down your blessing upon those ministering to the mentally or emotionally disturbed, a ministry which consumes so much time and often remains almost thankless. We pray too for all who share in counselling and listening services of any kind, professionally or as volunteers.

We pray for the church's ministry, especially in this city/town/village, and in particular its outreach to those who know not the love of Christ and the saving power of the gospel. And in that we are part of that church and that mission we ask that you would teach us Lord what it means to love one another in such a way that from our love the world will see that we are disciples of Jesus.

In his name we pray, and further seek the coming of his kingdom as we pray in the words he taught us:
THE LORD'S PRAYER

Hymn: H&P 762: May the grace of Christ our Saviour (which will be our parting blessing for one another).

OR

Hymn: H&P 463: To God be the glory
(followed by this doxology from Psalm 72:18-19, RES)

Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvellous things; blessed be his glorious name for ever; may his glory fill the whole earth. 
Amen and Amen
                                                    SERMON
Do you remember the old-style British passports, which always had a space for ‘Distinguishing marks’. And most of us dutifully wrote, ‘None’.

In truth, all Christians are marked, Paul states in Ephesians 1:13 "with the Holy Spirit" and if that sounds a bit airy-fairy for a distinguishing mark, here's a very simple and practical one. It is found in John 13:35. Jesus said, "All people will know you arc my disciples if you

love one another."

Let us ask today how well our distinguishing mark shows up. And let us use that passage from the first letter of John, chapter 3, verses 11-18, to guide us as we seek to hear afresh the new commandment of Jesus - "Love one another".
Three pairs of opposites will help us explore John's exposition of what that commandment means. The first is:

LOVE OR KILL 

John paints the starkest of contrasts between love for one another and its alternative. This is a black and white passage and no greys. This is the message, he says. We should love one another. Don't be like Cain who murdered his brother.
It is easy to hear that verse and to think, ‘Well, good heavens, of course not! The very thought of it! I may not love my brother perfectly, especially when I've a good excuse, but I wouldn't kill him!’
Here is news for you.

There were not loads of murderers in the Church John wrote for either! He is not writing so that his flock will feel comfortable because they've never committed murder. He is writing so that they will understand that if they are not loving one another; they are in fact destroying one another, murdering one another.

He says nothing about an ‘in between’. He writes of love and hate.

He writes of death and life.

He writes of Christ and the evil one.

Verse 14 says that anyone who does not love remains in death. You either live as Jesus does or you live as Satan does. Jesus loves. Satan destroys. The significant thing about Cain here in verse 12 is not that he "murdered his brother" but that "he belonged to the evil one”. You probably remember that the matter came to a head and the murder ensued when Cain was making an offering to the Lord, not when he was about some unholy business.

Let us be warned.

Perhaps you are beginning to remember what Jesus said:

‘You have heard that it was said long ago, “Do not murder,” and anyone who murders will be subject to judgement. I tell you anyone who is angry with brother or sister will be subject to judgement, anyone who abuses brother or sister will be in danger of the fire of hell. So if you are offering a gift at the altar and you remember that a brother or sister has something against you, go and put that right first.’
Anger, resentment, bitterness, unforgiveness, hatred: all are murder to all intents and purposes. The point that is coming out of our passage is that everything we ever do in our relationships with one another we learned from Christ or from the evil one. We are copying one or the other.

Is it Christ I am copying?

If so, I am loving you, and the result is that you are built up.

Or is it Satan, in which case my attitude to you is aimed at destroying you? That is the question.

And as Christians the choice is ours. Read the first part of the chapter if you are tempted to say you can't help hating people.

Love or kill.

Only two alternatives.

The command we have is to love one another. But what is love?


Having distinguished love from hate we need to make some distinctions within love itself if


,
we are to understand the command to love one another.
When CS Lewis set out to write his classic The Four Loves he began, he tells us, from what seemed an obvious distinction between "need-love" and "gift-love".
NEED-LOVE OR GIFT-LOVE

That's our second pair of opposites.
When a young child is lonely or frightened and runs to its mother's or father's arms, that is need-love. When a man pays into an insurance policy, which will only payout on his death for the benefit of his family, that is gift-love.

God's love is gift-love since he needs nothing. Our loving is almost always a mixture of gift-love and need-love. So, for example, when a mother endures labour in order to give life to her child, she also knows she has no choice but to do so or lose her own life, so her labour of love is need-love too.

Yet it is largely true that the more clearly our love for another is a gift, rather than arising from our need, the more like God's love it is.

And there is no doubt that the essence of gift-love is that it is self-sacrificing. In our passage, verse 16 leaves no room for doubt about that:

"This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us." He acts entirely on behalf of the loved one. It is interesting that John doesn't say Jesus "gave up" his life, the word Jesus used when he spoke of "giving up his life as a ransom for many".

John uses a different Greek word meaning ‘place on one side’. It is the word which, in John 13, describes how Jesus laid aside his outer garment in order to wash the disciples' feet - the very story in which the new commandment "love one another" was given.

The difference is helpful…
"Give up" suggests resignation, throwing one's life away.

"Lay aside" suggests putting another's interests before one's own.

That seems more precisely to be what Christ did. It was what God did much earlier when he loved into existence a universe that was superfluous to his need; creating us so that we might know and enjoy his love.

God didn't give up something, but he placed his interests second.

To love is to become vulnerable by putting someone else's interests before our own, Letting our own interests be overridden. Jesus Christ laid aside his life for us. And we ought to lay aside our lives for our brothers and sisters. It remains a good test of any relationship: whether we are putting the interests of the other above our own.

"Love is not self-seeking" wrote Paul in that great tribute to love in 1 Corinthians 13. The love commanded of us is gift-love that lays aside our own interests. The passage makes one further distinction between what the world often calls love, and the love required of us for one another - verse 18: "Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue, but with actions and in truth”.
Our last contrast is that between love which is a sentiment, and love which is an action.

SENTIMENT OR ACTION

To say "I love you" is in one sense the easiest thing in the world to do. Like saying "Jesus is Lord." Nor is it that difficult to feel love for another person, though there is certainly some truth in the saying, "I love humanity - it's people I can't stand".

That's why we find it easier to believe God loved the world than believe that he loves me!
But if our own lives are whole and Spirit-directed it isn't impossible to feel love for almost anyone.

But love is not primarily a matter of words or sentiment; it is a matter of action. In case the language of laying aside one's life in verse 16 is wrongly understood as having to do only with making the supreme sacrifice, John gives a very practical example of just what it does mean in the next verse - "If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother or sister in need but has no pity, how can the love of God be in him!"

Notice how the plural "brothers and sisters" of verse 14 has become the singular here. We aren't expected to lay down our life for the world. We are expected to surrender possessions we value for a fel1ow-Christian who needs them.
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